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HTo'HXtlO-  PhTPltCAP DPIIDIPG3 SIBPEY HABS Mo.  RI-187 

1x2 Benevolent  girsoi,  Providence«   Providsnc* 
County,  ihode Island. 

HABS 
HI, 
H-PROV, 
87- 

■.^s." Ga^ueil   ,;ross 

Dwelling 

nnd Ooeuoani: 

Pi'os on;|i ipre: 

^rio.f. L>_^beriei^fc        This is P. large brieh house built c.  I<tp5h  an 
pX .■-Alxli^'ipi^ia:       example of the revival of late eighteenth century 

arid early nineteenth century architectural  for;as. 

• 

Physical History 

- 1. Original and subse. ucnt owners; 

This property v/as flatted for the heirs of Pieholc.s 
Coote by Daniel Prihony in io03 ?nd recorded in loll 
, , .being two cericin lots of land on the Horth end 
of the Young Orchard (so-called)- . .Deed hook 33; 
page 374; :ln Providence City Hall.  This piece.  112 
Benevolent street, includes numbers 12  end A3 on the 
said plfrt. 

lo21 Henry Bovren, assignee of Daniel C Gushing* soils 
Tor :)95 to Janes /. Arlington one undivided l/2 
part and night of dower of ousan his wife of two 
certain lots of land near 'the nonsion house of 
Governor Fourier, being lots t'A2 and A3 on Young 
Or chord (so-celled). . .Deed Pooh A2; page 696, 
in Providence City Phil. 

1&3G Sarah 3ution; widow of Oliver out ton sells for 
pPO to Jones P /unrdngton (as administrator of the 
estate of Oliver Button) the highest bidder, one 
undivided 1, '2  of two lots being t;A2 and A3 on the 
Young Orchard plat so-called, also dower right in 
sane. (Deed Booh 60; page 186). . .Deed Booh 60, 
page 104 in Providence City hall,, 

1893 Frederic"-; K /jendngton et al sell to Jienj^-riin B 
Knight ''thai piece of land and all buildings on 
the H/E corner of Benevolent and Coohe Streets, 



m 
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hoi^y loto J4-2 find /3 on bony 
the hor^eeteed efitste o? tin? 1- 
.   .   .Deed 3oo':: 3S0.  nsye 247. 

~nd Plet.  beine, 
aoo G Pnninyton ?.te 

In Providence Cif/ 

1595    Bonjanln b im^;t  anils  to Prnnto'; h end  C -orris 
Snlth jr -1 cortc.tn lot of l-'nd boiey the srno con- 
veyed to no b;;  Frederic! J in'-nnylon  :h<  1933  (lots 
42 end 45).   •   Sjced Boo1*- 39n

;   "n-jo 19.   In Providence 

1929    0   3 ! ^11.   I9"i*rtet '. \ biith ct  n"l  sell  to  hlisfi. 9 
H Gcincll-   .   .elso "OVJO  cert'1!-- Inte oP l^nd beiny 
lots 3lt2 ond 93 on the Id end of yorn:j Orchard„ 
3r-.id. lota  ere bounded: 

".',' by Coobe btreet  109.613';   9 Vr' "bn'ovolenh 
1 by Harriet bndth 

bolny the sane conveyed by 3on,9 
yrontor In 1313. - .Deed Booh 7; 
Providence  Git;--   "If"'11. 

n .; /jniynT, no 
ooye  270.   In 

Ihc propomyy ens   u?xca vo  -Plmn 

dhe property nes t?xod bo   diryl? 

PROVIDhhOS D1?LKC9P?9L 

1O27.    do :oo .".'min"ton • cob in en 
1&97 to 1399  lifted ejj y!12  n^' 

■en   (not  nunberea) 
lerh.   .   .Janes 

9ov, o ox   eroc'O'L-'in' 

Prchlteat;    Stone. Ccn:enten end Wlllsaa 

Souroee of Infer -.ottoe.     John Kutchdrn; C'-dy.   'Jh&,3J-y™£. 
end 3nnehitoctyy;y.l nloyylppnent of drey tdoyco. PdV^nkZ^O 
{Providence^,   .diode  lolonb;   The Boob 9hon;   1937}_,  n.   139 

Prepared by pntclnette F. Doivniny end hlvir:: Condey 
for the Providence Pneoor-.-^tlon Society 
DecG-'ibor 1961 
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A. General Statement 

1, ire]efoectural character;     This  Is a lara;e brich house; 
built  e,   lo95;   an example of the revival of I ""be  eight- 
eenth and early nineteenth century architectural  forms. 
It -;TV.B deslyneo1 br  ytone.   Carpenter and hilson.   noted 
in Providence for their  1!colonle.l revival1' v/orh,     John 
IiUtchi'^8  Oady  (fhc Civic  end Jh:'e}iiteetnrel    D^^elojxier^i 
of_ ProW.deneo^..d3I--1950.  Providence;   19:37.  v.  \SC>)  de- 
scribes this bouse  ^.9 ^reminiscent o~£ the uorhs of 
John Hold.on Greener* 

2, Condition of f °brie;     The house nas renovated by the 
present ornery,   and  Is In excellent  condition. 

B. fochate^l IMscrirhlen of Exterior 

1.     Overall dlrenstors;     Lanyje,,   three-story rain bloeiy. 
faclny south;.   stnbby f-shape v/ith front iep; five bans 
ride v;Ith center  entrance _.   stepped-out one hay rider 
to vest end east  -vb the beet half of uein bio oh,     fhree-- 
aiory ueen riry to  northeast. 

2 .     Foundations;    iiyeid-ar ashlar bror/rsione . 

3-     .'.'all  construction:     Brier,   runniny bond.     Slightly pro~ 
.^eotiny brich belt  course boiv/eon stories, 

A.     Porches;     One-story entrance porch ruth fluted Corinthtch 
colunns at the frorb corners,   similar "Hesters  stalest 
the bouse _,  plain  entablaiure;  p-odililon cornice with 
rbenticulated bed    >old.  Iron railings  at the  side of the 
stone plaiforv  ^:i/i around roof. 

I.     Chinrieys;     duo inside brich ohinneys in rain block r/lth 
stepped--out faces above roof line,    Two  smaller chimneys., 
si'-illar p'laMj   in roar winy. 

'6.    Openings: 

Doorways and doors;  Two leaf; paneled front door; 
side liybts... elliptical top Ityht., erhbraned with 
Corintnian pilasters,  paneled^ top lighted, rear 
door. 

Windows end shutters: Six over sin: liyht double 
huny windows^ 'bailer on first floor, yradueied In 
height 'toward top,  Louvered shutters. Brov/nstone 
flat arches over windows flush with the walls of 
the house, fri-partlte window on west side of 



C. M3RRIS SMITH HOUSE 
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living room with Corinthian eolonettes between 
the windows.    Tri-partite window over entrance 
porch with elliptical louvered fan.    Similar 
window with elliptical top light on north side at 
the main stair landing, 

7.    Roof: 

a. Shape: Hip roof with low, lighted monitor. 

b. Cornice; Elaborate mutule cornice with cyma 
recta crown mold, and beaded, denticulated bed 
mold. Modillion cornice on monitor. 

C. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans: Four-room, central hall plan at a large 
scale with central hall about 12' wide, the two rear 
rooms (northeast and northwest rooms) longer than the 
two front rooms due to T-shape plan, kitchen in rear 
wing at the northeast, southeast room a music room, 
southwest room a small parlor, northwest room a larger 
living room or parlor, northeast room a dining room, 

2. Stairways: Main stairway at the rear of the central 
hall to third floor, U-shape, open well, open string, 
plain step ends, molded ramped rail, square fluted 
newels, four slender rectangular balusters per step. 

3. Flooring: 2-1/2" wide board floors, stained dark. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster. 

5. Doors and doorways: Raised panel doors, double doors 
from central hall into four principal rooms. Double 
molded architraves, crosseted and on plinth blocks. 
Paneled jambs. Broken scrolled pediments in central 
hall. Segmental arched pediment in living room (north- 
west) with floral and urn ornament on fluted pilasters. 

6. Trim: Ceiling cornices throughout first floor: South- 
east room, cavetto, fret and a flat carved band; north- 
east dining room, cyma recta, flat carved ornamented 
fascia, beaded bed mold, fret course, cyma recta, flat 
picture mold; central hall and northwest living room, 
cyma recta with smaller moldings, beaded bed mold, 
dentil course; southwest room, cavetto, dentil course, 
reed and rosette band. Chair rail throughout,  mostly 
molded with reed and rosette band, paneled wainscot. 
Round-headed bookcases in living room added by present 
owners. Painted light colors throughout except for 
dark natural woodwork in northwest living room. 
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C.  :DRH1S S5AIXK HOUSE 
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7.    tardv/are:    3r^ss berd\7"re on front cloor.    Silver hsrd- 
\IQTQ uiib ybld plciir;; on first  floor; butt hinges on 
door.r!.  l".r '-:e roirrd crystal 'knobs on second  floor. 

13.     Site 

1. General seiti^:     JP;"y;o le^/el lot;  northeast comer of 
Bene'yoleni   pnd   tooho  .it roots -   rooldo.niisl  '-rr;?. 

2. ijHoXo&'UrcG;     Oner ".vood f cmo  f?lou>"  sidco/alhn on  scut":! 
snd \7 os b  y.'VdoG . 

3- Outbuildings:     L^r;c;   ire-story brie"; yrrayo at  north 
sido of lot. 

4- v/aibo,  driveroys;     Brie-"  v/slb rith brovrisione steps 
to  front; pry-cia. 

!5.     Landscaping;  ynrdensy   etc.;     infor^d arrf nrenent  of 
Gor-jbR.   f "^ overs  m^  ~i v-.ur  around  house .   f oTral arra^^e- 
rent   extending' to rear of house behind the  living roon. 

Prepared by Osrund P.   Overby,  irclriieob 
H?.iionr?X iJsr ~c torv 1 oe 
December 1961 


